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by the displacement from power of men who were
inadequately impressed with the importance of the
trust cornmitted to them, who were making something
worse than a plaything of constitutional government,
and who were perilling the chavacter of the most
valuable political institutions, It is with this view
that we may vegard o Ministerial crisis in a colony at
the antipodes as not unwortny of attention.

DENAMARK AND GERMANY.
~ (srom the Morping Post.)

The United Committecs, appointed by the Dict at
Frankfort to report upon tho Infest phuse of the
Sehleswig-Houlstein question have just pubhished the
result of their labours. The decision al woieh they
have arrived has, to say the least, the merit of beng
clear and unambiguous.,  They were reguired to point
out to the Confederation the most Léiing course o
be taken in respect to tha recent policy of the Danish
King in his quality of Duie of Holszeln, and they
have fulfilled the duty imposad upon tham, 1F not
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The wali-

tion of that great political puwzle, the Sshicswiy-

Bolstein uestion, may, in the eyes of inropean
statesmen, have iis-difienlties, and impairsial ob-
servers may succeed in conuterbalanciyg the pros

- of one side by the cons of the other; but for the

Tnited Comimitiees ot Frankfort these diaieuitios had
no existence, and to their cyes fhe stupie sty of

German wrongs and Danisl oppression was boo elong
and convincing to dinlt of repy,  Bd% ous Conse

ig open to the German Powsrs—bud oue renruly 13
left &t their disposal.  Diplomacy is assiimed to hnve

exhausted itself, and, if the Confedevation wonld
obtain redress, 1t is $o he found alone 1 what has
aptly been termed the safiv wltana region, Seize on
the Duehy of Holstein by means of an army composed
of Saxon and Hanoverian soldiers, snpported by an
Austro-Prussian reserve, and condueb its administra-
tion until its refractory Sovercign shall sce the error
of his ways and snbscribe to the reasonable demands
of hiis puissant confederates. Snch is the pithy re-
commendation of the United Conmibtees at Frankfort.
The advice is clear and precise, atud, to avonl confu-
sion, is made entirely independent of aty contingen-
cies, No focus pooaidentin is ofieved to the delimguont
Duke of Holstein: the adminisiration of his domi-
nions is uneonditionally transferred into other hands.
The United Commitiees have spoken, and if only
1nto oxe-
eution,

Were it not for the provarbial slowness of the Lrer-
powers in all that regards aggressive waviure,

Enrope was seriously imperilled by the report of the
the committees appointed by the Diet to mvestizate
the erievances of the inhabitants of Holstein. In
tlie majority of cuscs deliberative assemblies aceept tue
recommendations which are offered o them by thew
committees; and one mighb consequently expect thab
the Diet at Frankfort wounld be prepared o endarss
the sueeostion tendered by those whom iney de-
legated to inguire into and report upon the merits
oi thie Holstein dispute. 1f the Dich act upon
the adviece of their Committees, then the whole
power of the Cerman Confederation i3 forthwith
directed aguinst one of its members. But, as we
have already observed, the German Paswers ave much
readier to devisé than to execute, and, notwithstand-
ing the positive recommendations of the United Com-

Cmittees, we may still hope that the threatencd

federal execution will remain, as it has long done, i
Jfutwre, It is not, Lowever, impossible that the ort-
repeated threut may be carried inic exccution; and
as the Diet will tuke the renort 1110 eousideratin on
the Ist of Guiober; and as, in andleipation of the
Germuan Towers acting on the recommendabions sun-

L

| mitted to ihem, the Danish Govermaend bave jist

issued losiruciions for raisiug the regimental ses of
the army to the war standard Ly $has date, 16 may
not be out of place to censider the aetund position of
affuirs in Mortiern Europe, and the prabable conse-
quences of an avery of G000 Baxon wel Fanovenan
soldiers seizing on the sdministration of the Dachy
of Holstein,

Into the mevits of the dispute betwern the 4 mnan

Powers and the Danish King it is unnecessary to
- enter, because, in the first place, they have alveady

bheen amply discussed, and, 1n the sceonrd, because
the report of the Comimittees at Frankfort has now
placed the matter beyond the pale of debate. But,
whether the complaints of the German Powers bo

- just or unjuss, and whether the inhabitants of Hol-

stein have or have not reason for fueling aguricved
at having a constitution forced upon them which

placed in their hands the admuonstration of their

- duchy, and secured tothem the fullest enjoyment of

civil and religious liborty, the consequences of virtu-

- ally dismembering the Danish monurchy cannol buat

possess a lively interest for the Haoropean Powers.
Before, therefore,,the Dict think preper to adopt the
report of their Commmitices, they wonld do will to
remember that they are not simply euzaged 1n en-
forcing domestic discipline. To the Diet; Holstein
may seem fair prey, and possibly Behleswig also,
but by Creat Dritain the matier wounld be re-
oarded in another light. A fow nights before
the Parliamentary scssion cawmc to o close, Lord
Palmerston had occasion to offer some remarks upon
the possible action of her Majesty’s Government in
case the ofi-ithreatened Federal execution was carvied
into effect. e would recommend the statemond
then mude Ly the Prime Blinister to the most cavetul
copsideration of the Federal Diet,  {f said Lord
Palmerston, an attack should he made on Denmark,
the ageressive power will find thas 1t is not alone
with Denmark that it will have to contend,  3ueh
misconcention wascreated in Germany o twelvemonth
since by an unfortunate desnatch addressed by Mavk

Russell to the Bntish Minister at Copenhiagen for

communication to the Danish Government, but no
misunderstanding can possibly exist as t0 the course

- which would be taken by this country if any atiempt
 were made To coeres the Danish Soverelzn by violenily

cenfiseating Lis possessions.  Every ome knows that
Heolstein would only be 1n name the tersibory agamnst
wiich liostilitieswounld be directed. The population of
that duchy have no grievances; the Gernan Powers
can demmind for them nothing which hios net already
heen granted by the Wing of Denmark. {ntrath, ol
stein 15 o be cceupied in order that the sarew v
be the more easily appiied in Schlezwis or in the
hopes that an armed reststance to the eder
tion in the former
taking possession of the latter. those ave
can only sav
that it will require & much larger Austrian and
Prusszan ieserve at the buack of thoe Saxon and
Hanoverian contingent, than the confederaiion will
be enabled to bring into the field to cariy them into
efiect. The policy of this country, as s well known,
is not warbike., We arve, in fact, willing rather to
make sacrifices than be obliged to take up arms.
But however peaceful we may be we conld not view
with indifference an attempt to crush Dennark.

' Policy, independently of the ties of ancient alliunce

and modern connections, wonld besides rendar it
impossible for Great Britain fo remain an indiffer-
ent spactator of the disintegration «f the Danish
menarchy., The © balance of power”™ in Europe is
something more than an empty expression; and the
Diet would do well, at their approaching delibern-
tiong, to reflect upon the uniorfunate couseqnencs
which have invariably followed " all attempts to
asturb 1t. '
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ORDLERS AND DECORATIONE,

{From the Glabe.)

A pather sinenlar congress has just been held at Berlin,
A large number of persons, possessing decorafions of some
kind or other, assemnbled for the purpose of establishing a
central © Institute of Orders,” for the reeistration and con.
trol of all marks of honour, the drawing up of an nferna-
tional code of laws respecting thewn, and the prosecution of
offrnders and impostors, It was stated in the course of the
deliberations on this highly important subject, thaé there
are at this meoraent no legs than one hundred 2nd nine diffes
rent orders and decorations in Europe, and that the forfus
nate wearors of these hadees of modern chivalry aniount fo
more than fwo millions,

The most interestine thing conmected with the meeling
was a list read by one of the members of the respeciive value
of the cne hundred and nine badges oi honour in the gift cf

TURCPEAN

- the regning—and sometimes nob reigning—govereigns of
Eurcpe, As a rule, it seems, all orders and decorations are

valued according to age. Thus, the Order of the Grarter is
the highest in England, the Order of the Black Eagle the
firet of Prussia, and the Order of the Golden Ilicece the
greatest of Austria. DBut there ave exceptions o this rule,
The Bavarian decoration of St. Hubertus, established in
1444, is not valued as highly as the Order of St. George, of
the same counbry, fonnded in 1729; noris the Portugucss

decoration of “*Jacoh with the Sword,” invented by King
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Alfonzo 1. in 1177, to be compared in distinction with the
Order of Christ, founded by King Dionyslus in 1317.
There ave o thousand circumstances which enhance or
Jetract from bhe real or imaginary value of a decoration.
The first point, of course, is the smaller or greater numbec

of individuals to whom the token is given ; and the secoml
the ranic and position of the class to which it is usually

awarded. A third condition of valueisthe number of different
decorations in the gift of any particular sovereign; and &
fourth the extent or political influence of the country fhius
represented.  For example, the King of Bavaria has eleven
Jdifferent orders to give away, the oldest datmng hock to the
fifteenth century, and the youngest founded 1n 1803. None
of these Wittelsbach decorations are distributed with too
rreat liberality, vet all, nevertheless, are far inferior in value
to the single order of France, the Legion of Honour, whieh
has been given away in bushels these ten or fifteen years.

Political circutustances, again, influence the value of orders |

as much as they do the funds, The conquest of the Two
Sicilies by Garibaldi breught the six decorations of the tozn
reiening House down to a fearful discount. No lawhas yes
abolished these six orders, and King Francis IL continues
to distribute his stars and ribbons with considerable pomp at
Rome ; notwithstanding which they are very low in the
market of honours. Decorated mankind is disturbed by
awful rumonrs that some, or all of these Neapolitan ensigns
of merit are bought and sold at shops like groceries ; and the
additional report, that the trade is a flourishing one, by no
menns allays these anxieties. It was mentioned ab the de-

| corative concress that there are certain agents al Tondon,
| Paris, and other large towns, who dispose of the orders of

St, Jannaring, of the Hely Terdinand, the Holy George, anrd
sven nf the mest anecient of all European decorations, the
order of Constantine, founded Auna Domini 317, at a fixed
nrice for hard eash, The name and address of one of the
trading knights—not a hundred milesfrom ¢ Millbank, Pim-
Yea. London,»—was given with some appended statistics,
:‘-:ho:.f;ing that the great Nation of Shopkeepers is as aullibie
as any in the motter of stars and ribbons,

Mhe enormous increase of decorations in modern times, and
s alwost all countrics, is ene of the most envious features in
conmection with the history of orders, The Republie of
Quwitzerland i8 the only country in Iurope at this momenst
which has no marks of henour to give, and the citizens ol

- which professed! y—whether «e fectois doubtt ul—acceptnons

The sister Republic of San Marino established a decoration
of its own as late as the year 1859 ; and all the ofher civilised
Qtates of the Old Werld possess from one to a dozen.  AS
least Lwo-thirds of these orders were founded in the pressnd
century, more or less in the wake of Consul Bonaparte's
Fegion ' Honneur,  Ih was an attempt, on the part of the
rulers of nations to re-erect some of the old barriers swept
down by the storms of the Freach Revolution; o pro-
perly separate class from class; and to mark by an
cutward sign patrician Dblood from the plebean.  The
modern  knizht, no more on  his high borse and in
olittering armour, but walking through the streets of busy
towns in black broadeloth, like the humblest of subjects, was
to be distingnished from his fellow wen by a star on his coat,
a gold chain round his meck, or, af the least, a piece of
caloured ribben in his button-hele. 16 was upon this priu-
ciple that the greater number of the hundred and nine orders,

- which now bring bappiness to two millions of human heings,
 were established, and if the idea” was not earried ont to

perfection, it was nol the fault of the original founders, buk
that of thelr too ambitions successors, The demand for
decorations being creat, the tooobliging sovereigns of Lurope,

snd particnlarly of Germany, thought it incumbens upon then

to make ihe supply adequats, and, creating order after order,
soon brought complete confusion into the muititude of mariks
of honour. Thus, the first act of the first King of IHolland, on
his aceession to the throne, was to create an order, that of Wil-
liam of Oranege, and on the Dubch liking the thing, he founded,
s vear after, another mark of honour, called the Netherlands
Lion. His successor, Willlam I, sct up a new order of
his own, that of the Crown of Ozk; and the next king, the
present monarch, made one more, the Golden Tion. At
nrescnt there is pot o Duichwan, above the rank of

peasaut or mechanie, who bas not gobt & ecoration,
The Dutch Government was among the first to discover
that orders are the most economical mode of payment ; and,
lecping this in view, ave given largely to schoolmasters,
diseatified employds, aad unfortuoafe hail-pay oifficers.
Prucsia’s monarchs lbuve become aware of the same
truth, and the nine decorations of the kingdom are
now made to stop many a demand on the Lloyal excheqner.
His present Majesty estabiished two new decorations within

the firs vear of his reign, the © Order of Holienzollern,”™ and |

the “ Order of the Crown ;' and it was thankiuily acknow-
ledged at the decorative congress thab the whole matter of
distribution has been arranged in the most satisfactory way in
the military model country—demand and supply being ade-
cuotly Dbalanced, according to the true rules of polifieal
economy. Al the rest of the German States are more or
less provided for affer the manmer of Prussia. ilanover
has two. Doaden three, the kingdom of Saxony four,
Tlectorsl and Orand-Ducal Ilesse six, Austria nmine, and
Pavoria a5 manv a8 eleven different orders and decoras
tions of honour. Compared with the Teutonic Confe-
deration, the princes of which have fiffy-six distinct ovders
to distribute, or more than Lelf of all existivg, the other
States of Burepe ave but i provided, France and Delgiun
liave but one cach, Denmark two, Holland four, Sweden
five, Portugal six, Great DBrifain—ineluding India and
Tonian Irlands —seven, Russia eight, and Spain, ten ovders,
Tmitating $he example of their Christian Drethren, the pre-
cent and the two last sovercigns of Turkey have also each
founded an order, and the Bledjidi¢ ana Osmanid, as well as
the **Order of Glory,” are very liberally distaibuted, alike
to beliovers and unbelievers. All this i1s fairly legitimate
Lusiness ; but what was complained of at the Berlin Congress
was, that sovereizas who are no more sovereigns should con-
tinne Yo cive away or sel their marks of honour, The roiers
of Parma, Dodena, Tuscany, and the Two Sicilies, it was
remarked, very unfairly swamp the mafet with their de-
corations, thus depreciating the value not only of their own
bt o1 other orders, There is clearly room for the working
of a mternational Herald's Collece, 1f not arn international
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SIT: DOBERT PEEL AND THE ELECTORS OGF
TAMWOLRTH,

The contest at Tamworth is becoming a little exeiting,
There was a sp
on Wednesday night, at which Sir Ioberd Pec] spoke.  Sir

Yobert. en presenting himself, was received with miggled
choers, lauchter, and hisses—the cheers predominating. Ie
caid— (Gentlemen snd brother electors—

A Volce—*"What?’

Qir Raobert Peel—7T speak to you for the—

Vioices—* You'd betier shul your mouts,” and **Will
vou turn us cut of our houses?" (Laughter and confusion,)

Sir Robers Peel, after a2 pause, said that as a burgess of
the constituency he had o right o speal, anG he insisted
upon exercising hig right. If anyone msisted on imfer-
rupting him, there were those in_the roera who would
silence that person. (Confusion.} He was not atali Likely
to sit down, and upon that score they need not alarm them-
seives in the least., Leb them recolect that for the last
seventy vears o Peel had stocd upon that platiorm—

A Voice—** A better man than you,” (Loaughter, and
gizapprobation. )

Sir Robert Peel—To address the electors of the Lorough.
Defore he made any rermark with reference to the possible
eandidates for the borougl, he svished to bear testimony to
the admirable manner in which the Iate member, the MMar.
quis of Townsend, had performed his Parliamentary duties,
(Cheers.) He ceuld bear testimony to the regularity of his
attendance in the House of Commons during the last session,
becausa, during the last session, no one had heen more assi-
duocuns in their stfendance to their Parlimnentaryﬂutiea than
he {(3ir Robert) had.

A Voice—0bh, gammaon !

Sir Nobert—1T have been obliged to, in the first place, and,
in the second, I did 1t comganioic.

A Volce—Palmerston makes vou do if.

Siv Robert (turnins to the cuarter from which the last, as

well Jas mapy of the former, interruptions had comne)—
MNow, Dr. Darraclough, will yon be silent. 1 lknow your
voice very well. {Confusion.} IMrectly the vacancy oc-
curred there were numerous candidates in the field,

on cne occasion contested the borouzh with him—he
alinded to DMr, Danlel, Q.C. He met in Mr, Daniel a
strajghtforward antsgonist, who did not countenance
such men as tlhie Dlunder-headed bullies who were now
Lellowing cub every sort of misrepresentation about coer-
sion,  (Cheers, laughter, and confusion, which lasted
sorce time,) DMy, Cowper wes the popular candidate, and if
anyone dared fo use intimidation, there were thousands—
huondreds ab all events—who would come forward aud sup-
port the old e [Utles of *“Treedom and free trade,”}
(Cheers.) Mr., Cowper was ro noininee of his ; for he gave
the meeting hig word end henour that. until that gentieman
came forward, he (Sir obert) liad not the advaniage of his
personal acquaintance.

A Voice—%What means the notice 2t the foob of the bill
callinz the mneeting, * Sir Robert Pecelis expected $o attend?”

Gy Bobert said that he should attend when Mr. John Peel
expressed Lis views, just as he was present ab that meeting,
He Leld in his band 2 copy of dr. Cowper’s address, and he
clred them whether it was not better for them to vote for
n man who held and exnressed such views as those
contained in that adcress, than for & man who traded upon
the name of Peel and talked abou$ ceercion.—{‘ Yes, yes,”
“No, no,” hisses, and uproar.) Immediately upon Alr,

*

Cowper coming out, Mr, Bracebridge withdrew,

thers |
were Mr. DBracebridge and Mr. Sleigh amongst the
£1st, and he had hoped to have seen a gentleman who, |

o p— e

L i P e T R W TR P T S S
i

Lkl LT B W THST T

e ) - r——r—

iritbed meeding of Dlr, Cowper's supporters,
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